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Readers Say... 


Debit Personality: Credit God 

In “People Who Do Things,’ October is- 
sue, HIS says the fact that some university 
graduate was won to Christ through the in- 
strumentality of Charles Troutman “is but 
one testimony to the winning personality of 


Troutman... J take violent exception to 
this. God doesn't depend on anyone's ‘‘win- 
ning personality” to save the lost. There's 


altogether too much ‘‘ballyboo” in some cir- 
cles about human personality, human talent, 
human tact, ingenuity, etc. All God needs is 
a willing and trusting spirit—and if in His 
grace He does use what there is present of a 
winning personality, it is simply all wrong 
to attribute His working to the happy pres- 
ence of some gift. 

Toronto, Ontario. ¥.D: 


Plug for His and Troutman 


Enclosed you will find my renewal for HJS. 
Since J am not now in direct contact with Jn- 
ter-Varsity, J had felt that perbaps this mag- 
azine was one thing J could do without. But 
J find that it is one of the most helpful things 
J read, and that J cannot well do without it 
if J am to keep my witness alive and vibrant, 
even though not on a campus, The brief 
article on Charlie Troutman was fine 
“them's my sentiments 
greatly influenced by him. 


Detroit, Mich. Marian G. Chapman. 


exactly" — as one 


His Gives a Lift 


HIS has been a real blessing to us on Mac- 
alester campus. Jts vitally important articles 
give a fellow a real lift in his Christian life, 
and the news from other campuses brings 
inspiration and courage in that we know of 
others all over the country really standing 
up for Christ. 


Macalester College. Elmer Whyte. 





Med student Ted Moller did this month’s 
cover picture, showing Hart House Tower, 
University of Toronto. Inside shots come 
from the camera of Mel Donald, associate 
general secretary of Inter-Varsity. With 
hardly a year’s experience, Mel already has 
a bang-up movie of the Inter-Varsity camp 
to his credit and, as these shots indicate, is 
still going strong. 
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hristmas is to me a festival of pros- 
om as well as of remembrance. The 
day which celebrates the birth of our 
Lord Jesus rings the bells for His com- 
ing again. He came... He comes! 

What emptying, what humiliation His 
coming into our world demanded! “The 
Word was made flesh,” says the Apostle 
John, That statement over against the 
opening sentences of the Gospel pre- 
sents a divine condescension of such un- 
trammeled 








of the incarnation is pregnant with com- 
fort for the believer. It brings our Lord 
very close to us until we feel and know 
that He is no stranger to us in the time 
of sorrow, weakness, temptation and 
failure. 

Here is how the writer to the He- 
brews states it: “Verily He took not on 
Him the nature of angels; but He took 
on Him the seed of Abraham, Where- 
fore in all things it behooved Him to be 

made like 


Godhead to Awe nr Se ee unto His 


the straight- 
enments 
of this tent 


hristmas 


brethren, 
that He 
might be a 


of flesh — merciful and 
magnitude faithful high 
verthoueht. = PRESENT AND FUTURE  fiing per 
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finite sweep eethtaa dhs a neal make recon- 
of eternal, Awe >» ciliation for 


from the perfect communion of holiness 
to a tabernacling among sinners. 


True, some anointed eyes—witness 
Anna and the wise men—penetrated the 
veil and perceived the glory. But it was 
not the glory of this world, not the 
pomp and splendour of earthly majesty. 
“We beheld His glory . . . full of grace 
and truth.” 


This is the great fundamental of the 
Christian revelation, and the basic test 
of faith. “Every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 
of God: and every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is not of God: and this is the spirit of 
antichrist” (I John 4:2,3). This fact 





the sins of the people. For in that He 
Himself hath suffered being tempted.” 

But being “made flesh” was not the 
end of the humiliation of our blessed 
Lord. 


Actually, He must enter still more 
deeply into our estate. “For He (God) 
hath made Him (Christ) to be sin for 
us, Who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him” 
(Il Cor. 5:21). “Made flesh”—then 
“made sin.” And the latter is the rea- 
son for the former. The Lord from 
heaven did not come merely to give us 
an example of righteous living, but to 
deal with our sin—‘‘to finish the trans- 
gression and to make an end of sins, and 
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to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring in everlasting righteousness.” 


This divine method, foreshadowed in 
all Old Testament ritual, was sin-bear- 
ing. ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 


The completeness of this sin-bearing 
work of Christ in its factual aspect is 
declared in this unfathomable word 
“made sin.” And the completeness of 
its effect is in the further sentence “we 

. made the righteousness of God in 
Him.” Our justification demanded His 
becoming what we might term “the uni- 
versal sinner.” 


What a sight Calvary offers! Eternal 
holiness assuming universal sinnerhood, 
all for the redemption of the sinner! 


What were the consequences of His 
being “made flesh” in order to be “made 
sin”? According to the record, He thus 
was “made a curse” (Galatians 3:13). 


But why all this? Simply that the 
blessings of divine grace might be 
heaped up for us who deserved only 
the curse. 


“Death and the curse were in our cup; 
O Christ, twas full for Thee! 
But Thou hast drained the last dark 
drop; 
"Tis empty now for me: 
That bitter cup—love drank it up; 
Now blessing’s draught for me!” 


But the new Christmas will see the 
tables gloriously turned. No more con- 
descension for Him. And blessed ex- 
altation for us. Instead of His entering 
into our low estate, we shall enter into 


His glorious estate. “Unto them that 
look for Him shall He appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation” (He- 
brews 9:29). “He will change our vile 
bodies that they may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body.” ‘We shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is.” “We shall be changed; for this cor- 
ruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality.” 
“His servants shall serve Him, and they 
shall see His face, and His name shall 
be in their foreheads.” 


All that when He comes again! That 
is the Christmas I am looking for! 


When first He came, our blessed Lord 
and Christ 


Stooped to our flesh, and in the common 
lot 


Of Abram’s seed partook, by suffering 
taught 

The cost of true obed’ence, tll the tryst 

Of Calv’ry was fulfilled: Who knew no 
sin 

Was there made sin for us, and sank 
beneath 


The curse divine, that we might wear 
the wreath 


Of life and blessing. When He comes 
again, 
Not He to low estate will bow, but we 


Shall heavenward rise to Him. Our 


mortal frame 
Will shake the ties of its mortality 


And bear His image, His all-glorious 
Name 


Writ in our forehead, everlasting seal 


Of oneness made complete, eternal, real. 
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STRANGE ESCAPE 
f sess Scotch privates and a corporal bad been cut off during a fierce engage- 
ment in a Belgian town one day just preceding Dunkirk, Taking refuge in 
the loft of an empty bouse, they awaited what seemed to be certain death. Outside 
they beard the Germans setting fire to buildings, looting, killing. 

Suddenly the corporal said, ‘‘Lads, it's time for church parade, let's bae a 
wee bit service here, it may be oor last.” 

The soldiers looked a bit astonished, but, placing their rifles in a corner, they 
stood at attention, The corporal took a small Testament from bis breast pocket 
and turned the pages. ‘Canna we sing sometbing first? Let's try our band at the 
Twenty-third Psalm. Quiet, noo—very quiet.’ 

There wasn't much of a melody to the tune, but the words came from the beart. 

“Yea, though J walk in death's dark vale, 
Yet will J fear no ill, 

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 
And staf{, me comfort still.” 

Then the corporal read: ‘Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul: but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? One of them shall not fall to the 
ground without your Father. But the very bairs of your bead are all numbered. 
Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.” 

As he read, loud shouts came from below. Doors banged, and glass was 
shattered, 

But be went on: “He that findeth bis life shall lose it; and be that loseth his 
life for My sake shall find it.” 

He finisbed, and his grave face took on a wry smile. ‘Tm no’ a gude band 
at this job, but we must finish it off. Let us pray.” 

The corporal stood with the Bible in bis hand. The others knelt and bowed 
their beads. A little baltingly, and very simply, be committed their way to God 
and asked for strength to meet their coming fate like men, 

Suddenly a beavy band crasbed open the door. An exultant exclamation in 
German was beard and then a gasp of surprise. “Not a man moved, and the cor- 
poral went calmly on. After a pause be began, with great reverence, to repeat the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Hearing. a click of bis beels a second later, they knew the enemy was standing 
at attention. A moment of suspense, and then came the soft closing of the door 
and the sound of footsteps dying away. 

Gradually the sound of battle moved on. Alt dusk the four men ventured out 
and, by making a wide detour, worked around the flank of the enemy, They 
reached the British outposts in safety that nigbt. 

—From the Record. 





here are four—possibly more—rea- 
a why it is impossible for me to 
draw up a list of books and say these 
are the first books a young Christian at 
the university should read. For, what 
I would recommend to the Harvard jun- 
ior in Prof. Kittridge’s class who claimed 
he had never before heard the word 
Calvary and to the son of the “funda- 
mentalist” minister of Paducah, Ken- 
tucky, would be vastly different. 

Will you then please remember that 
the compiler of this list is himself at the 
very beginning aware of its severe limi- 
tations and shortcomings. 

The book I want to recommend first 
I regret I am not able to mention. The 


book is one that would serve as a gen- 
eral introduction to the subject of how 
the Bible came into existence, its canon- 
ization, how our King James Version 
was formed, the contents of and histori- 


As an authority on evangelical Christian 
literature, there is probably none better 
known in America than Dr. Smith. As in- 
structor in English Bible at Moody Bible In- 
stitute, he is equally well known for his teach- 
ing prowess—one phase of which is his antics 
while on the lecture platform. Students are 
still somewhat: baffled when he saunters to 
the window to continue his lecture while 
peering intently out, or abruptly about-faces 
to talk with his back facing them. 
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cal development found in the Scriptures, 
a defense of its inspiration, a discussion 
of how it, alone of all the great books 
of the world, satisfies the deepest needs 
of the human heart and mind, and some 
suggestions on how to profitably study 
the Scriptures. The reason I do not 
name this book is because it just doesn’t 
exist. 


However, here are some that | can 
and do recommend. 


A brief, accurate, well-written volume 
showing how the Bible has come to us 
is Down Through the Ages, by Dr. 
Frank E, Gaebelein, headmaster of the 
Stony Brook School (publication office, 
“Our Hope,” 1936). The writer hap- 
pens to know that Dr. William Lyon 
Phelps has spoken of this small book in 
terms of highest praise. (For a much 
larger volume on some of the same sub- 
jects, try Bishop Westcott’s General 
View of the History of the English Bi 
ble, 2nd ed., 1872.) 

No one volume can be expected to 
give one a full interpretation of the en- 
tire Bible, solve all its problems, explain 
all its difficult passages. But one of the 
most satisfactory one-volume commen- 
taries on the entire Bible in our language 
is Dr. James M. Gray’s Christian Work- 
ers Commentary on the Old and New 
Testaments (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
1915). If you would carefully read just , 
one page a day of this work, together 
with that part of the Scriptures which 
the particular page comments upon and 
four pages on Sundays, you would in 
one college year have read the Bible 
through and have acquired a knowledge 
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of the English Bible even beyond that 
possessed by many clergymen. 

A good book, not too technical nor 
crowded with the lumber of ancient her- 
meneutics, which will greatly help one 
in his interpretation of the Scriptures is 
Ruling Lines of Progressive Revelation 
(1918), by Dr. W. Graham Scroggie. 

Every student will want at least one 
book in his library on the general sub- 
ject of the inspiration and truthfulness 
of the Word of God. An excellent small 
volume, also by Dr. Scroggie, carries 
the title Js the Bible the Word of God? 
(1922). Another volume taking up the 
trustworthiness of the Scriptures from 
an altogether different point of view is 
by Basil Atkinson, under-librarian Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, with the title Js 
the Bible True? 


Closely connected with the subject of 
the accuracy of the Word of God is that 
of Biblical archaeology. Here we have 
a large number of books to choose from. 
One of the very best is The Archaeology 
of Palestine and the Bible, by Dr. Wil- 
liam F. Albright, the distinguished pro- 
fessor of Semetic languages at Johns 
Hopkins University (Fleming H. Revell, 
3rd ed., 1935). A newer work, excel- 
lently illustrated, is The Bearing of Ar- 
chaeology on the Old Testament, by Dr. 
George L. Robinson (American Tract 
Society, 1941). 

On the subject of the great doctrines 
of our faith, an excellent work, not per- 
fect but very helpful, is T. C. Ham- 
mond’s recent volume, Jn Understand- 
ing Be Men—A Synopsis of Christian 
Doctrines for Non-Theological Students 
(Inter - Varsity Christian Fellowship, 
1936). 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ should ever be 
the constant theme of our study and 
meditation, and it should be our joy to 
be frequently reading some great book 
about His life, or teachings, or work of 
redemption. Though it is not new, it 
seems to the writer that the life of Christ 
which every Christian student should 
first read is The Life and Times of Jesus 
the Messiah, by Dr. Alfred Edershein 
(many editions, the one of 1903 having 
XXXV 698 and XII 826 pages—never 
get an abridged edition of this work). 
Along with this every college student 
should read that monumental work on 
the deity of our Lord by Canon H. P. 
Liddon, The Divinity of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ (first published in 
1866 as the Bampton lectures for that 
year). This is by far the greatest work 
on all those glorious truths related to 
the deity of Christ in our language. 


Far removed from such problems is 
the theory of evolution, and the relation 
of science to divine revelation. I would 
recommend here a volume which few 
students seem to be acquainted with, but 
which is work of careful scholarship, 
richly documented and exceedingly 
helpful—God and the Cosmos: a Criti- 
cal Analysis of Atheism, by Dr. Theo- 
dore Graebner, for many years and now 
the professor of philosophy in Concor- 
dia Theological Seminary, in St. Louis 
(William B. Eerdmans, 1932). 


I believe college men and women 
ought to have on their shelves a good 
book on the meaning of salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. One of 
the very best, simple—not as theological 
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as one would sometimes wish, but won- 
derfully illuminating —is Dr. Le wis 
Sperry Chafer’s work Salvation (rev., 
1917). When one has read these pages 
he will know what Christ gives to men 
by grace in the salvation He divinely 
provides and bestows. And, after all, 
what is quite so important to know as 
that? 


A one-volume history of the church 
should be in the library of every serious 
student. Among many, a comprehen- 
sive work, up to date, with good bibliog- 
raphies, is A History of the Christian 
Church, by Dr. Lars P. Qualben (rev. 
ed., 1936). 


Finally, we all need some great classic 
for devotional reading for the quicken- 
ing of our hearts. I would urge all stu- 
dents everywhere to secure and read as 
many as possible of the works of the 
late Dr. Alexander Whyte, of Free St. 
George’s, Edinburgh. E.g., his Lord, 
Teach Us to Pray; With Mercy and 
Judgment, The Life, Walk and Con- 
versation of Jesus Christ Our Lord, and 
supremely any or all of the six marvel- 
ous volumes carrying the general title 
Bible Characters. 


I have purposely omitted all refer- 
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Wanted: Revised Version 


The late G. K. Chesterton one day picked up a book entitled The 


ences to editions of the Bible, Bible dic- 
tionaries and concordances—for college 
students dictionaries and concordances 
are not the first need. However, per- 
haps many students will want some help- 
ful volume devoted to the exposition of 
one book of the Bible. If so, | would 
suggest one of the following: The three- 
volume work on Genesis in the Devo- 
tional Commentary series by Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas (1909), G, Campbell 
Morgan’s The Gospel According to 
Luke (1931), H. C. G. Moule on the 
“Epistle to the Romans” in the Exposi- 
tors Bible (1893), or Robert S. Cand- 
lish’s superb and profound The Epistle 
of Jobn Expounded in a Series of Lec- 
tures (1866). 


Then, for students who desire theo- 
logical works of heavy scholarship, more 
comprehensive in their treatment than is 
generally to be found in most of the 
books mentioned above, I would suggest 
the following: B. B. Warfield, Revela- 
tion and Inspirat#®n (Oxford Press, 
1927); J. P. Lange, The Life and Times 
of the Lord Jesus Christ (4 vols., Edin- 
burgh, 1872; by far the profoundest life 
of Christ ever written); A. M. Fair- 
bairn, The Place of Christ in Modern 
Theology (1893). 





Evolution of the Idea of God, by Grant Allen. 
“Sounds interesting, but it would be more valuable,” said the great 
autbor slyly, ‘‘to bave a book on The Evolution of the Idea of Grant 


Allen, by God.” 
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he witness for Jesus Christ in British 

universities since the outbreak of 
war has depended largely upon students 
filled with the spirit of courage and dar- 
ing, unhampered by stereotyped meth- 
ods and trained by the Holy Spirit to 
work in the closest co-operation. These 
are direct descendants of Paul and Bar- 
nabas, who “hazarded their lives” for 
the Name of the Lord Jesus. 


Let me introduce you to some of 
them. 


In one college where no members of 
the Evangelical Union* were expected to 
return in the fall, two men from other 
colleges took around invitations to all 
the freshmen for a “fresher’s squash,” 


Fifteen years ago in England, Inter-Varsity 
students decided an effort should be made to 
launch a student witness in the New World. 
Since funds weren’t available, they chipped 
in pocket money, cashed in on hockey sticks 
and sporting gear to buy a one-way ticket to 
Canada for their missionary representative— 
Howard Guinness. Since then Author Guin- 
ness has provided the spark to set aglow the 
Inter-Varsity student witness in many parts 
of the world. Today he continues—in a 
slightly different field—as RAF chaplain sta- 
tioned in England. 


British equivalent for Inter-Varsity Chap- 
ter. 
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at which the aims of the Union would be 
explained and the Gospel preached. One 
man was subsequently led to Christ 
through a faithful and persistent piece 
of personal work, and he in his turn was 
used by the Lord to win another towards 
the end of the year. 


There was considerable vocal opposi- 
tion to the E. U. from students and staff 
at a women’s college. A different type 
of Christian union was desired, said the 
critics, less evangelical in character. 
However, at the “fresher’s squash” the 
speaker—a young graduate doing re- 
search work — dramatically presented 
the whole case. The immediate result 
was a membership of 60 instead of 15! 
This was followed up by informal meet- 
ings in which the women sat around and 
discussed freely what the Gospel was 
and how its power could be experienced. 
The chairman summed up at the end 
and clearly pressed home the essential 
message. One effect of this was that 
many shy Christians got their mouths 
open and started active personal work. 


At a provincial university a public 
meeting was arranged by the E. U. to 
be addressed on the subject “Is Real 
Peace Possible?” By an oversight on 
the part of the secretary, this clashed 
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with an important meeting arranged by 
the debating society featuring several 
political speakers coming down from 
London. As a result there was a good 
deal of criticism and many thought that 
the Christian meeting should be can- 
celled. 

When approached with an apology, 
the secretary of the debating society 
said airily, “Oh, that’s all right. You 
won't give us much competition.” Ima- 
gine his surprise at the attendances: 
politics 80, Christianity 200! And for 
many days afterwards the Christians 
were kept busy answering questions. 

An experiment was made this year at 
an evacuated women’s college in the 
form of a “trial” of ten representative 
members of the Union. It excited in- 
terest, and a good number turned up. 
The first witness was called on to ex- 
nlain why the Union existed and why 
the members tried to propagate their 
beliefs. This led to questions as to 
what were the facts of our faith. These 
were answered by the next seven speak- 
ers. The ninth witness (only recently 
converted herself) testified to the dif- 
ference Christ has made in her life, and 
the last explained something of what 
was meant by “coming to Christ.” The 
judge summed up and said that the case 
had been stated and it was now for each 
one present to decide for herself what 
the truth was and what she would do 
about it, 

The meeting immediately split up into 
small groups, in which members of the 
Union talked with those who had come 
to listen. Some were offended—that 
was only to be expected—but there were 


several students who found the Saviour 
as a result of that evening’s meeting. 

“But above all we have proved,” 
writes one of them, “during these years 
of war that the great way of evangelism 
is the way of love. Whether students 
have been converted through a meeting 
or a sermon or personal conversations, 
there has always been the touch of love 
from a Christian. In wartime love is 
appreciated more than ever, and we 
have found that by showing forth the 
love of Christ in little deeds of friendli- 
ness, especially to those who have only 
just come up, souls have been won for 
the Lord.” 

Thus, despite dislocations due to evac- 
uation, short courses and army training, 
there is a definite wartime evangelistic 
opportunity in our universities. And 
that opportunity is being seized as far 
as the resources of Inter-Varsity allow. 
Although the strength of our universi- 
ties is greatly reduced, the relative 
strength of the E. U.’s is increased in 
many places. But this is far from mak- 
ing us complacent. We know we have 
a long distance to go—a very long dis- 
tance before we reach our maximum 
output in prayer, faith, love—and are 
waging total Christian war against the 
spiritual forces of evil. 

Total Christian war! Are we any- 
where near it? Are we ourselves (to 
look no further) unified people with 
every cell of our bodies mobilized, or- 
ganized and galvanized to action? Are 
we utterly dominated by the love of 
Christ and abandoned to His will? Or 
are we still playing at war? Let’s de- 
cide now. 
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WITNESSING FOR CHRIST 


Mel Donald Shows How It’s Done at University of Toronto 


n university campuses today throughout 

Canada and the United States there is prob- 
ably no better organized student witness for 
Christ than at the University of Toronto. Meet- 
ings for, both Christian and non-Christian stu- 
dents ar held virtually every day of the week— 
sometimbs two and three times a day. Not one, 
but two pr three prayer meetings are in session 
daily in #arious parts of the campus, and in addi- 
tion “spétial meetings” frequently stud the week’s 
program) 

Naturally, however, such a witness didn’t 
spring fall grown from anyone’s brow. Rather 
it is the fesult of much earnest prayer and plenty 
of hard Work. 

It all began back in 1929 with a handful of 


gelical Christianity on the campus, and students 
were leaving the university every year without 
having a chance to hear the claims of Christ. 


So the handful got busy. They prayed. God 
worked, Evidence of their fervor is the fact that 
not only are two of them in active service on the 
foreign missionary field, but now the Inter-Var- 
sity chapter numbers 125 enthusiastic members, 
with many more adherents. 


There are two types of gatherings—those that 
are regular daily or weekly, and those that are 
“special.” Actually, during the average week 18 
different meetings are held on the campus, with a 
total attendance of at least 350. God's blessing 
on these meetings is evidenced aplenty in the 



















students) Something had to be done, they de- growth of Christians and the conversions of pagan 
cided. {here just wasn’t a note of positive evan- students. 
TYPICAL WEEK'S PROGRAM OF TORONTO INTER-VARSITY 
Regular Meetings 
Monday, 12:00 noon—Bible Study for University College Students. 
12:00 noon—D. P. M. (University College and Victoria College). 
4:30 p.m.—Study of Ephesians (all colleges). 
Tuesday, 12:00 noon—Bible Study (School of Practical Science). 
12:00 noon—D. P. M. (University and Victoria College). 
Wednesday, 12:00 noon—Bible Study (Victoria College). 
12:00 noon—D. P. M. (University and Victoria College). 
4:30 p.m.—Missions Study Group (all colleges). 
Nhursday, 12:00 noon—Study and Fellowship Group (Meds and Nurses). 
12:00 noon—D. P. M. (University and Victoria College). 
Friday, 12:00 noon—D. P. M. (University and Victoria College). 
4 4:30 p.m.—Question Group (all colleges). 
Sanday, 9:00 p. m.—Fireside Sing-Song monthly at Student House (all colleges). 
i Special Meetings 
Weekday noons—All-university meetings of evangelistic nature with outside speaker. (Recently 
Dr. Frank Gaebelein spoke to 140 students on “The Gospel of Emancipation.”’) 
$cials—Sunday afternoon or week-night meetings to introduce non-Christians to Inter-Varsity. 
(100 at recent Hallowe’en affair which closed with short Scripture study. ) 
Qpnferences—Once or twice a year—in fall and spring. One perhaps especially for Christians— 
i the other evangelistic in nature. 
a, 
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Grand Strategy is determined at the Executive Luncheon held every Thurs- 
day at Student House. Agenda, launched with quarter-hour of prayer, is 
followed by discussion of accumulated business. Dan Firth, this year’s presi- 
dent, is farthest to right. Vice-President Marjorie McLaren holds the bottle, 
while Inter-Varsity staff member Joe Curry poses with glass in hand. 








+ + + 


CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
Wade Sasy! 


Like most of us you have struggled with the problems of what 
to buy for 


schoolgirl Mary who has such definite ideas about everything . . . 
for collegian Charles whose likes are impossible to discover . . . 


for serviceman Bob who can’t be given the things he’s used to . . . 


This year it is easy. 


By supplying their names and addresses—by making one check * 
or money order to cover the whole group—your troubles are 


ended. 
And for them? 


One year of real spiritual help in their difficult lives on the cam- 
puses and in the forces, of university campus news and picture 
stories, up-to-the-minute articles on Christian evidences and 
apologetics, down-to-the-earth devotional articles meeting 
problems of everyday living. 


(Let us know if you want us to send your friend a greeting card indicat- 
ing that be is to receive HIS—as a gift from you.) 
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Bible Studies are considered one of the most important types of meetings. 
There are two varieties: student group (lower left) studying the epistle to 
the Ephesians, and outside speaker group (lower right) with President John 
Speers of Victoria College chapter introducing speaker Dr. Harry A. Ironside. 
Both are noon meetings in a class or lecture room. > 
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Big Time among specialized but regular meetings is the Mission Study. Attendance hits 
30, includes a number of missionary volunteers, holds among others the objective of raising 
$250 for missionary student work in China. 


Most Important of all meetings to many 
is the Daily Prayer Meeting. - These Univer- 
sity College students are leaving their meet- 
ing, at which 15 to 30 attend. 
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Meds Group is another among the top rank- 
ing groups at Toronto. Composed of medi- 
cal students and nurses, it puts out its own 
paper, Christus Medicus Magnus. 








CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES ARE INADEQUATE 
by, Chalmers W. Shernin 


hristian evidences are facts of sci- 

ence and history supporting the 
truth of the Christian doctrine. But | 
wonder just how much these facts 
prove? 

First, consider the term “evidence.” 
There are two facts which affect our 
ability to evaluate evidence. One is the 
finiteness of our knowledge. The other 
is the tendency to believe what we want 
to, then to rationalize our position. 
These two factors work together. 

If we seek to conclusively establish 
anything on the basis of intellectual evi- 
dence alone, we must fail. We can only 
say, “This is probably true or that is 
probably false.’ This conclusion is 
based upon the reasoning that, since we 
do not know everything, then we can, 
on an intellectual basis, be certain of 
nothing. In other words, we cannot 
rationally come to a particular conclu- 
sion unless we fully understand every 
relevant fact in all the universe which 
bears upon the point in question. For 
instance, a man could be practically cer- 
tain that a particular chair is made of 
wood, but be very uncertain about the 
reality of life after death, depending on 
how much of the relevant evidence he 


Author Sherwin was in his early twenties 
when he received his Ph.D. degree from the 
University of Chicago. Still under thirty, he 
is now doing research work and teaching at 
M. I. T. In his field of physics he is consid- 
ered by some to be one of the most promising 
of the young evangelical Christian scientists. 


thought he possessed. 

Now apply this principle of intellec- 
tual skepticism to two important points : 
the existence of God, the resurrection 
of Christ. 

As far as science knows, the universe 
cannot explain itself. Strong evidence 
for this statement is found in the second 
law of thermodynamics. This law states 
that energy now concentrated in the 
stars, for instance, is continually becom- 
ing less concentrated or more disorgan- 
ized. Men call this a law simply be- 
cause nowhere in the physical universe 
have they ever seen it violated. The 
universe can thus be likened to a clock 
that is running down. Then who wound 
the clock? Who reversed the natural 
direction of flow of energy to make the 
pin points of stars in the vast coldness 
of space? 

The Christian sees the God of the 
Bible as the only adequate answer to 
these questions. But if our conclusion 
is based only upon our limited knowl- 
edge we can never really be certain, for 
we never are sure that some new fact 
may be discovered tomorrow which will 
radically alter the case. As Prof. White- 
head says, “What I am objecting to is 
the absurd trust in the adequacy of our 
knowledge. The self-confidence of 
learned people is the comic tragedy of 
civilization.” 

A man’s will affects his evaluation of 
what evidence he has. Take the ques- 
tion, “Does the normal helium atom 
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have one or two electrons?” It can be 
answered satisfactorily by simply ap- 
pealing to the facts, But the question, 
“Are the miracles of Christ genuine evi- 
dence of the supernatural?” is not so 
simple. This second question is not 
only far more profound than the first, 
but it has personal implications con- 
demning or approving the way a person 
thinks and lives. So we promptly se- 
lect and weigh the evidence according 
to our presuppositions, making either an 
affirmative or negative answer plausible 
to ourselves. 


There is no more important question 
in all of history than the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. The 
Apostle Paul said if Christ is not risen 
our faith is in vain and we are yet in 
our sins. How can this factual pillar, 
upon which all of Christian teaching 
rests, be established? To find the an- 
swer We examine the four gospel records 
and the book of Acts. There we may 
observe the effect testimonial and cir- 
cumstantial evidence had on the apostles 
who wanted to believe it, and on Saul 
of Tarsus, who didn’t want to. 


We find the following reactions: 


1. The apostles did not believe the wo- 
men’s story of the angels and the 
empty tomb, for “their words seemed 
to them as idle tales, and they be- 
lieved them not” (Luke 24:11). 
Mary did not grasp the true signifi- 
cance of the empty tomb, for she 
asked “where have they laid him?” 
(John 20:15). 
3. The disciples did not believe Mary 
when she alleged that she had seen 
the Lord (Mark 16:11). 


NO 


4. Neither did the disciples believe the 
two who walked in the country and 
there met the Lord (Mark 16:13). 

The disciples did not really believe 


vA 


Simon Peter when he said he had 
seen Jesus, for when the Lord finally 
did appear to them, they were star- 
tled and in the utmost alarm, think- 
ing they were looking at a spirit 
(Luke 24:37). 
6. Thomas said “. . . except I see... . 
I will not believe” (John 20:25), 
even though ten men he had known 
for years testified to something they 
had all seen a few minutes or hours 
before. 
Saul of Tarsus was in Jerusalem only 
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a short time after these events oc- 
curred. He knew what the apostles 
claimed. Also he almost certainly 
knew that the tomb was empty and 
the guards bribed, but he believed 
neither the apostles nor their evi- 
dence. 

Note the first explanation that oc- 
curred to the apostles to account for 
these astonishing facts was that the body 
was stolen or otherwise removed, and 
that the appearances were hallucinations 
or visions of some sort—a theory widely 
held today. 


Thus we have men receiving evidence 
from others of their friends and acquain- 
tances of many years’ standing about 
things that they had seen with their eyes 
and had touched with their hands. Evi- 
dence about things not recorded in an- 
cient writings, but the real events of that 
very day. Evidence about events not 
unexpected, for their Leader repeatedly 
told them that such was soon to happen. 
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But they were not convinced. 

Yet is our evidence better than theirs? 

Then why should we believe on a 
basis most certainly weaker than that 
which they could not accept? The 
truth seems to be that this basis of cir- 
cumstantial and testimonial evidence, 
though making a strong case, is simply 
not conclusive. 

But the fact is, in the end the disciples 
did believe. 

To see why, one needs to read fur- 
ther in the gospel records. They be- 
lieved because they saw the risen Lord 
Jesus. 


John tells us, “then were the disciples 
glad when they saw the Lord.” Thomas 
cried out as he fell at His feet, “my 
Lord, and my God.” Mary said ‘“‘Mas- 
ter.” Saul, seeing only a dazzling light, 
humbly inquired, “Lord, what will you 
have me do?” 


We can make no mistake. These 
men and women believed, not because 
of pure testimonial or circumstantial ev- 
idence, but because of the overwhelm- 
ing, inescapable fact of the presence of 
a risen, supernatural Saviour. 


For this same reason, men _ believe 
today. They believe that God has 
spoken through His Son. They believe 
that their sins are atoned for by the 
shedding of His blood, and that their 
future hope is guaranteed by His resur- 
rection. They believe all this because 
He has spoken, not from the fleshly lips 
of that One who entered that fear-filled 
room whose doors were locked against 
the Jews, nor from the blinding light on 


the Damascus road, but from a book 
which men call the Word of God. They 
believe this Book is true, not because of 
the historical, archeological or scientific 
facts that can be mustered to support 
so many of the statements, but because 
they have met the Author, This Crea- 
tor has spoken to their hearts, and this 
risen Lord has become their dearest 
friend. 

How do they come by this supernatu- 
ral faith? 

The only answer can be gained from 
Him who is the center of that faith. 
Jesus said, “He who loves Me... I 
will reveal Myself to him.” “If anyone 
is willing to do His (e. i., God’s) will, 
he shall know about the teaching whe- 
ther it is from God or originates with 
me” (John 7:17). 


This does not mean we can expect 
results from the apathetic attitude, “If 
God wants to reveal Himself, let Him 
go ahead.”’ For Jesus also said, “Ask, 
and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and the door will 
be opened to you” (Mark 16:14). 

Where can one ask, seek or knock? 
Where can one learn to love the Lord 
Jesus? Where can one learn what the 
will of God is? The unanimous testi- 
mony of Christian men through the cen- 
turies has been that these things are 
found in the Bible, and most plainly in 
the New Testament. 

We must simply ask Him to convince 
us of His truth. 

If we are willing and bonest He will 
comply. For He has promised. And He 
cannot lie. 
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by C. Stacey Woods 


Win Your Friends to Christ 


| y* you ever intentionally use social 
contacts to win your acquaintances 
to Christ? 


Most persons plan their social life 
selfishly for their own enjoyment. But 
some students are waking up to the 
possibilities in this type of evangelism. 
They have begun to plan their social 
around the central idea of winning 
their friends to the Lord. And incident- 
ally they are having more genuine fun 
and are getting more of a “kick” out of 
these evenings than they ever dd before. 


The Saviour is our example in this. 
He used the social opportunities of that 
day to get close to people and then tell 
them of His Father in heaven—so much 
so that He was called “the friend of 
publicans and sinners.” The wedding 
at Cana. The feast given by Lier. The 
supper in the home of Lazarus. All were 
to that end. 

The difficulty with many Christians 
is that they only associate with other 
Christians who think and speak and act 
as they do. The result is that they are 
ill at ease and awkward when in the 
company of the average non-Christian 
and thus cannot readily use such op- 
portunities for the Lord. 


Surely there is no need for Christians 
—if they are in the will of God—to be 
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afraid of the ideas and habits of life of 
unbelievers. Yet some people are so 
anxious “to maintain their testimony” 
that they are reluctant even to associate 
with non-Christians. Such a pharasaical 
attitude would seem to indicate more 
self - consciousness than Christ - con- 
sciousness, more interest in what their 
set think of them than what the un- 
saved think of Christ. 


More than just zeal is required to lead 
people to Christ. We need to remember 
the Bible dictum “He that is wise win- 
neth souls” (Proverbs 11:30 American 
Revised Version), and that we are to 
“walk in wisdom toward them that are 
without, redeeming the time” (Col. 4:5). 

So why not try a carefully planned, 
Spirit-directed social for your uncon- 
verted friends? It may set the stage for 
you to have a heart to heart talk with a 
fellow or girl concerning eternal things. 


Begin by getting your Christian group 
together to seek in prayer God’s will 
about this. 


Then prepare thoroughly. Each Chris- 
tian should be responsible to bring an 
unsaved friend. Generally it is best for 
such a social to be informal, but that 
does not mean that careful preparation 
is not essential. Your plan of campaign 
is to make your guests feel at home, to 


Fe eel Oe 
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give them a good time, to establish a 
basis of friendliness and then to present 
Christ as Saviour, In other words—to 
create the most favorable atmosphere for 
the Gospel—and then to follow the mes- 
sage through with personal work. 


It is important to keep things moving. 
Avoid those embarrassing pauses which 
do not refresh when every one stands 
around not knowing what to do. Non- 
Christians will not enjoy all the things 
that Christians like to do. As the plea- 
sure of your guests is vital you will 
avoid singing many hymns and choruses 
your friends just don’t know. The same 
goes for religious musical numbers. 
These would emphasize their strange- 
ness to Christianity. 

Again if you play Bible games you 
place your guest at a disadvantage and 
that is not even courtesy. Put yourself in 
your guest’s shoes. Look at the evening 
from his point of view and arrange for 
activities he will enjoy and which you as 
a Christian can indulge in. If you com- 
pare your program with the usual even- 
ing’s fun your guest has, this will help 
you to judge whether it comes up to an 
acceptable standard or not, Watch out 
for a separation between girls and fel- 
lows or between saved and unsaved. 
The members of your group are hosts 
for the night to your guests—see that 
they have a good time and don’t leave 
them to their own devices. 

Suppose some of your guests break 
the taboo of your Christian crowd. For 
instance if one of them should smoke— 
what then? Usually it seems best to 
ignore it. More than one half opened 
door to Christ has been slammed shut 


because someone in mistaken zeal has 
rather rudely told such a one to stop. 
What is sin for a surrendered Christian 
may not necessarily be sin for an un- 
saved person. You are not primarily try- 
ing to convert your guests to your way 
of life, but to lead them to your Sav- 
iour. We need to study II Cor. 9:16-27 
on our knees. 


A good mixing game will start the ball 
rolling and get everyone acquainted if 
your social is indoors. Games with some 
action such as table tennis, competitions, 
quiz programs and tournaments as well 
as progressive games are good. Childish 
games are poison to most non-Christians. 
If you are out of doors it is easier. Skat- 
ing, sleigh rides, hay wagon rides, hikes, 
scavenger hunts, swimming parties, 
weiner roasts have an almost universal 
appeal. The big thing is to relax and 
have fun with your guests. Have a few 
extra things up your sleeve for emer- 
gency and make sure your group is con- 
stantly on the job as hosts and hostesses 
to your guests. 


Of course have a master of ceremonies 
to keep things on the move. 


The food you serve also is important. 
Perhaps your friend may be reached 
by way of his stomach, Good refresh- 
ments sometimes redeem a dull even- 
ing, but I wouldn’t bank on this. Here 
again avoid most of the Christians leav- 
ing their new friends to serve. Make 
them one of yourselves by suggesting 
that some of them help with you. 

If you want to sing why not com- 
mence as everyone is finishing eating 
with some college songs or folk songs 
and end the “sing” with one or two 
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familiar hymns. Then will come the most 
important part of the evening—the mes- 
sage. But watch that things don’t drag 
out to boredom so that guests are social- 
ly exhausted. Two and a half hours 
should be long enough for the entire af- 
fair, for you don't want non-Christians 
to leave before the message. 


If the evening has been successful 
everyone should be in a receptive mood. 
A guest speaker should give a brief gos- 
pel message for 15 or 20 minutes or per- 
haps two students can tell what Christ 
is meaning to them in college. But in 
either case don’t preach at people and 
be sure and explain ahead of time to 
your speaker the audience and the type 


application. 
met by another passage. 
At last he turned away. 
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A Doctor Witnesses 


Dr. Malan, of Geneva, on a trip to Paris fell into conversation with a chap 
who began to reason with bim about Christianity, 
argument with a quotation from the Scriptures—not venturing a single remark or 
Every quotation bis companion evaded or turned aside, only to be 


“Don't you see, J don't believe your Bible. 





of message needed so there can be 
proper prayer and preparation. 


Once the social is ended remember 
your real work is just about to begin. 
Follow the evening up. See your guests 
home. Arrange to meet them again later 
that week. Invite them personally to a 
regular meeting of your group offering 
to call for them if necessary. And re- 
member that all human planning, al- 
though quite necessary, is useless apart 
from the leading and help of the Lord 
Jesus Who said, “Without me ye can 
do nothing.” 


Ed.—This is the second in a series of ar- 
ticles on campus evangelism. 


the use of quoting it to me?’ be screamed. 


But the only reply was another thrust, “If ye believe not that J am He, ye 


shall die in your sins.”’ 


Years afterwards Dr. Malan one day tore open a letter in an unfamiliar band- 
“You took the Sword of the Spirit and stabbed me through and through,” 
it read. ‘And every time J tried to parry the blade and get you to use your hands, 
and not the Heavenly steel, you simply gave me another stab. You made me feel 


writing. 


] was not fighting you, but God.” 


At the close Dr. Malan recognized the name of his Paris-bound companion 


of years before. 


—Arthur Mercer in Problems. 


The Doctor answered every 


What's 


ht, Sega sas cit 


———~ 




























\ Uh of the Campus 





Christian Co-operative Houses. On a 
growing number of campuses groups of Chris- 
tian men or women have established self- 
supporting student - governed co-operative 
houses with the full approval of the various 
deans’ offices. Three of the most recent of 
these residences are at the UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN STATE COLLEGE 
and the UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS. To a 
varying degree, all these houses have been 
greatly blessed by God and have proved of 
unquestioned benefit to the students living 
there, with the possible exception that in 
some cases these houses have become spirit- 
ual nurseries from which some students have 
never been weaned from being bottle-fed to 
effective soul winners on the campus. Thus, 
for certain individuals these residences have 
never helped them to reach unsaved students 
for Christ. Some students living in these 
houses have suggested that a house should 
pass a rule that after a man has lived in two 
years he then be required to live in a regular 
dormitory or student residence among non- 
Christian students for at least one year, and 
in that dormitory or residence to get an ef- 
fective witness to Christ started, Other stu- 
dents have suggested that each Christian 
house should have a few non-Christian stu- 
dents living there. HIS is interested in this 
problem and asks students living in Christian 
co-operative houses to write in, giving their 
experience and ideas of how this problem 
might best be solved. 


MICHIGAN STATE has inaugurated a 
“Personal Work Clinic” each week. Stu- 
dents are given opportunities to contact other 
students for Christ, and the clinic is a time 


(Continued from back page) 


to talk over problems, questions that they 
couldn’t answer, and ways and means of 
approach. 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN sponsored 
a party recently at which Inter-Varsity mem- 
bers from the Teachers College in Ypsilanti 
were guests. Between 50 and 60 members of 
the two chapters and their friends enjoyed 
an evening of real fun and fellowship. 


UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
Christian Fellowship chapter has been offi- 
cially recognized and approved by the Uni- 
versity and was told to go ahead and make 
plans for the work to be done on the campus. 
On Wednesday afternoon at the regular 
weekly Fellowship meeting the largest group 
of the year crowded into a small room to 
discuss the importance of the witness there 
on the campus. 


UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA. At the sec- 
ond meeting of the year two new members 
on hand—both very interested. Plans were 
made for weekly Bible studies to start next 
week. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE COLLEGE FOR 
WOMEN. A group of Christian students at 
Mississippi State College for Women, at Co- 
lumbus, hope it possible to launch a witness 
for Christ there after Christmas, 


First fall Boston monthly meeting attracted 
over 40 students representing seven New 
England colleges, including a Princeton stu- 
dent attending the Harvard-Princeton foot- 
ball game. After Dr. Ockenga’s helpful mes- 
sage, discussion, reports and singing con- 
tinued until past 11 p.m. First New England 
conference will be held November 28, 29. 
Prof. Tenney to speak. 
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A weekly discussion hour which is some- 
thing different is winning success at the 
UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA and 
is interesting new students in the Christian 
life. A topic is taken each week such as 
“God and the War” or “The Christian and 
Post-War Reconstruction.” Students bring 
their lunch and eat it as they express their 
individual ideas in an open forum after a 
student leader opened the subject up with a 
brief introductory talk. This is no substitute 
for D.P.M.’s, group Bible study and evangel- 
istic efforts, but as an additional attraction 
is successful in getting new people out to 
more important gatherings. This Inter-Var- 
sity chapter is stronger and more influential 
than ever before in its history. Much the 
same idea is being tried out at the UNIVER- 
SITY OF ILLINOIS at a weekly “coke” hour 
in the Union Building. 


ALBANY STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE. 
Here Christian students got in on the ground 
floor this fall by having their organization 
and program represented at the Freshmen 
Activities Meeting, and in addition to this 
they had a display table with posters and 
Inter-Varsity literature. 


HIS in college libraries. Some Inter-Varsity 
chapters are doing good work in arranging 
for their college or university libraries to 
subscribe to HIS, or if this proves impossible 
the chapter itself has given a subscription to 
their college library. 


Another monthly Inter-Collegiate meeting 
is expected to be launched in the Albany, 
N. Y., area this month. Representatives 
from RUSSELL SAGE COLLEGE and RENS- 
SELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE, UN- 
ION COLLEGE, ALBANY MEDICAL 
SCHOOL and STATE TEACHERS COL- 
LEGE will head this up. 


by C. STACEY WOODS 


Personal witness. An increased urgency 
among Christian students this fall to win 
their acquaintances to Christ has resulted in 
some remarkable experiences which have cul- 
minated in students accepting the Lord Jesus 
as Saviour. HIS invites you to write in, tell- 
ing of the opportunities for personal witness 
that God has given you. Your story may 
stimulate other students to capitalize upon 
the unrealized opening around them, 


Prospects are bright for a new campus wit- 
ness being started at RICE INSTITUTE and 
at the UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON, in 
Texas, where there are a number of enthusi- 
astic students as well as faculty contacts who 
are praying for a definite opening in these 
schools. In the northwest new campus work 
is under way in the COLLEGE OF PUGET 
SOUND and also in PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE, of Tacoma. Last summer a stu- 
dent at DUBUQUE UNIVERSITY heard of 
what is being done for Christ in other univer- 
sities, and so fired with zeal this fall she 
commenced prayer meetings on her campus 
and is now trying to arrange for a regular 
Bible study in her university. 


At the UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER 
this fall a freshman on the men’s campus 
started a small Bible class and already has 
had the joy of seeing one fellow come to the 
knowledge of Christ. This sort of thing is 
duplicated on several other campuses. One 
of the best ways of reaching non-Christian 
students is for men and women who really 
know the Lord, after prayer, to start Bible 
study groups in their fraternity houses or in 
their dormitories. 


GEORGIA TECH chapter is developing 
quite a campaign to get men out to Bible 
study. First, mimeographed letters were sent 
out, with appreciable results. Next, spe- 
cially printed blotters will be distributed. 








